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Geography Policy

At Trimley St Martin

We have the power to be passionate about every child achieving geography 
mastery. A mathematical concept or skill has been mastered when, through 
exploration, clarification, practice and application over time. a person can 

represent it in multiple ways.

We have the power to enable all of our children to have the geographical language, 
knowledge and skills to be able to communicate their geographical knowledge 

about the world.

We have the power to offer all of our children the opportunity to use a wide variety 
of resources, equipment and visual images. We move between human and 

physical, weaving geographical knowledge and map skills into every lesson. 
Children love talking about geographical aspects of The World and love to embrace 
challenge. Our informed curriculum ensures skills and progression throughout the 

school. 
.



Curriculum intent for Geography:

At Trimley St Martin The National Curriculum is used to underpin our 
geography planning and teaching.

Our geography teaching and planning (shown in our progression 
document) allows all pupils to study a range of geographical topics.

We believe that geography should be taught in a very thorough and 
progressive approach within every classroom, enabling every child to 
gain geographical knowledge and develop a clearer understanding of the 
world around them.



National Curriculum
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial 
and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these 
provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of 
the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and 
change over time

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 

• collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through 
experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, 
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, 
numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length



Support will be given to those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) so that all children can access the full Geography 
Curriculum. 
We will assess the needs of each pupil and support through group or 
individual work, to secure the knowledge they need to continue to 
access the Geography content. 

‘Children should have the opportunity to gain knowledge 
about diverse places, people, natural resources, natural and 
human environments, and an understanding of the Earth's 

key physical and human processes.’



Implementation
• At the heart of our implementation of Geography lies the National 

Curriculum and the Rising Stars Geography Curriculum.

• Teachers use the progression document as a basis for their planning. The 
Rising stars geography is planned to ensure the breadth and balance of 
knowledge and process knowledge (skills) are covered over time.

• Knowledge organisers are used for teachers and pupils to understand 
which key knowledge should be learnt for each particular unit of work.



Impact

• Pupils at Trimley St Martin will have a solid understanding of location, 
place and human & physical geography. This is underpinned by skills and 
fieldwork in the local area and beyond.

• Trimley St Martin students will be equipped with the skills needed to help 
them understand the world around them. They will learn how to take care 
of our special world and know how to protect the environment.

• The children will develop a clear understanding of their environment and 
the careful balance it requires in order to protect it for the future, thus 
giving them direction and resilience in life.

• Teaching will be highly modelled and then allow children to develop 
knowledge through questioning, research and debating for themselves.



Mastery in geography lessons

Those working towards expectations will work on the same tasks but 
may need greater support from using frameworks to complete the tasks.
Pupils working above expectations are expected to undertake activities 
with greater independence and be provided with some opportunities to 
make choices on how they learn and communicate their knowledge.

We follow a mastery approach to geography and we work hard to 
ensure geography lessons are challenging and informative in order to 
capture children’s interest and bring geography alive, making it real and 
in context. Teaching sequences follow a progression of skills.



Impact

We have the power to be passionate about every child achieving geography mastery. A mathematical concept 
or skill has been mastered when, through exploration, clarification, practice and application over time. a 

person can represent it in multiple ways.

We have the power to enable all of our children to have the geographical language, knowledge and skills to be 
able to communicate their geographical knowledge about the world.

We have the power to offer all of our children the opportunity to use a wide variety of resources, equipment 
and visual images. We move between human and physical, weaving geographical knowledge and map skills 

into every lesson. Children love talking about geographical aspects of The world and love to embrace 
challenge. Our informed curriculum ensures skills and progression throughout the school. 



Impact 
Cross-curricular links - History

There are many cross-curricular links with geography. Our history 
scheme of work (also Rising Stars) offers many cross-curricular 
opportunities, using maps and atlases to further develop the 
children’s geographical understanding. 



Impact 
Cross-curricular links - English



Impact 
Cross-curricular links - Art



Impact 
Cross-curricular links - ICT



Impact 
Cross-curricular links – Visitors to the school



Impact 
Cross-curricular links – Trips in the local community



How can we use the Learning Gems in 
Geography?

Look back on, correct 
and edit own and other 
people's work and 
information they have 
researched . 

Develop independence 
in researching 
information to 
themselves. 

Explore the use of 
adventurous methods for 
research and ways of 
presenting it. Work over time on a 

piece of research and 
topic covered.

Work with others to 
investigate and research 
with others. 

Focus and concentrate 
on longer research and 
topics.

Be creative in the ways they present 
their information to others.



Coverage of geography at TSM


