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A short month for us in school as most of April was part of the Easter Holidays. You can see 
from the calendar to the side that this is the busiest term of the year and so no doubt it will 
fly by and September will be here in no time! 
It has been a very enjoyable start to the Summer term taking the Year 6’s to London on a 
residential trip. It was brilliant! We did lots of sightseeing, watched Matilda in the West End 
and visited numerous museums. It was great fun! More information is available on the 
London Residential Blog. Please read about ‘Assessment without Levels’ because it will be a 
radical shift from what we have known for the last 10years or more. 

Mr Stock HEADTEACHER 

Summer Term

MAY
Fri 1 May Class & Individual Photos (am) 
Fri 1 May Parent Forum 14:30 – 15:10
Fri 1 May Summer Fete Sign Up! 15:10 – 15:30
Thu 7 May – Fri 8 May        

Year 5 Bikeability (the pupils that didn’t take part prev.)
Fri 8 May Year 3 Trip – Ipswich Museum tbc
Mon 11 May – Fri 15 May        YEAR 6 SATS WEEK
Tue 19 May Music & Modern Foreign Language Curriculum Afternoon (14:00)

‘The Trimley Vision Song Contest’ 
Mon 25 May – Fri 29 May HALF TERM

JUNE
Wed 10 June KS1 Parlauf Relay Competition at Causton Juniors (13:30 – 14:30)
Fri 12 June Felixstowe Primary Schools ‘Mad Hatters Tea Party’ 
Mon 15 June – Fri 19 June

YEAR 5 RESIDENTIAL – THORPE WOODLANDS

JULY
Sat 4 July Trimley St Martin School Summer Fete (11:00 – 15:00) 
Thu 9 July Sports Day (KS1 am / KS2 pm) 
Thu 16 July Sports Day (Back up date) 
Fri 10 July School Reports out to Parents 
Fri 10 July Area Swimming Gala Finals – Bury (PM)
Mon 13 July Year 6 Leavers Prod–Dress Rehearsal pupils & Parents (14:00 – 15:30) 
Tue 14 July Year 6 Leavers Prod–Evening Performance to Parents (18:30-20:00) 
Wed 15 July Meet Your New Teacher Assembly & Lesson for the pupils (9:00-10:30)
Wed 15 July School Open Night (15:30 – 18:30) 
Fri 17 July School Association - End of Year Disco
Mon 20 July Year 6 Leavers – BBQ and Boogie Pool Party (After school) 
Wed 22 July Year 6 Celebration Assembly & Values Award Ceremony
Wed 22 July LAST DAY OF TERM 

SEPTEMBER
Thu 3 Sep New School year begins…. 

I have the power to be…

Calendar



School Development Plan Objectives

From this September, the Government has made a huge change in the way that children in schools are to be assessed. This is to tie in with the New National 
Curriculum that started to be used by all schools at the beginning of this Academic Year. This is a new way of thinking for schools, and assessment will look 
very different to how it has done for the past 20 years. Hopefully this blog post will give you some clear information about all the changes that are happening 
in Education across the country and what that means for the children in our school. Before we even think about assessment we need to be clear on 
what changes the new curriculum has brought to subjects that are traditionally assessed.

Curriculum 2014
So, what are the changes to the curriculum? It would take far too long to cover the whole curriculum, particularly in any great depth. But the main changes to 
the key core subjects are highlighted below.

English -The new programme of study for English is knowledge-based; this means its focus is on knowing facts rather than developing skills and 
understanding.
It is also characterized by an increased emphasis on the technical aspects of language and less emphasis on the creative aspects.
English is set out year by year in Key Stage 1 and two-yearly in Key Stage 2.
These are set out yearly across both key stages.

Mathematics -The main areas in the new programme of study for mathematics are called domains.
Most of the changes to the mathematics curriculum involve content being brought down to earlier years; meaning that year group expectations will be 
tougher to meet. Children may be experiencing maths in Year 2 that was previously taught in year 3 or 4.

The End of Curriculum Levels (apart from Year 2 and Year 6)
The Department for Education (DfE) has decided that the children who are currently in Years 2 and 6 will be the last pupils to be awarded a level in their end 
of Key Stage tests (Summer 2015). Please note that this means that children in Year 2 and Year 6 during the academic year Sept 2014 to July 2015 will still be 
taught and assessed using the levels/sublevels system of Assessment, therefore, school tracking systems and conversations with Parents will be still around 
levels and sublevels.

So why are levels disappearing?
The DfE want to avoid what has been termed ‘The level Race’ where children have moved through the old National Curriculum levels quickly to achieve higher 
attainment. The old National Curriculum was sub-divided into levels, but these were not linked to their national curriculum year group. For example, a child in 
Year 4 could be a Level 3 or even a level 5. Children were achieving Level 5 and 6 at the end of Key Stage 2, but the DfE thought that a significant number were 
able to achieve a Level 5 or
6 in a test—but were not secure at that level.

Assessing Without Levels



The feeling from the DfE was that the old national curriculum and the levels system failed to adequately ensure that children had a breadth and depth of
knowledge at each national curriculum level. Under the old levels system children who were exceeding might have moved into the next level. The DfE now 
want children who are the highest achievers to add more depth and breadth to their knowledge and to have more opportunities to develop their using and 
applying skills rather than work on objectives from higher year groups. They are calling this phase of learning Mastery and Depth. Only children who have 
achieved the end of year expectations will work towards the mastery objectives. Children who are unlikely to be achieve the year groups expectations at the 
end of the year may work towards the expectations from the year below.

Assessing Without Levels
The DfE announced last year that there would no longer be National Curriculum levels, and that schools would have to set up their own way of assessing 
pupils. The Leadership team at TSM worked during the Autumn term to research various different methods of assessment and we have now developed our 
own system for tracking progress and assessing progress and will trialing it over this next term so it is ready to be fully implemented from September.

So how will the process in school work?
Reading, Writing and Maths will be assessed by teacher judgement and evidence of learning that the children are showing in their books, through questioning 
and discussion and in summative tests. This is an ongoing process.
At the beginning of a new academic year, as children are being judged against the End of Year statements, they will be only be beginning to develop their 
knowledge . By using professional knowledge and judgement teachers will know what the children can already do and what they think the children can
achieve. At different stages across the school year, children will either be 'working towards the National expectation' for their year group, 'achieving the 
National expectation' or 'mastering' the national expectation.
The Government have said that at least 85% of children should be 'achieving that National Expectation' by the end of the academic year.
The other biggest change is that high achievers will work on the mastery element of the curriculum; once achieving the National Expectation for their year 
group. They will not move on to objectives from the year group above.

Talking to Parents about Attainment and Progress.
The biggest difference is how we will talk to you about how your child is progressing during the year. With the old National Curriculum levels, each year 
children were given a target for the end of the year, and during the year we would tell you what National Curriculum level your child was at. For Example: A 
child could finish Year 3 with a level 3a, and in Year 4 would have a target of a 4b for the end of the year.
At Parent’s Evenings throughout the year you may be told that they have moved to a 4c and then on to a 4b. We could use the levels system this way because 
there was no correlation between a level and a child’s year group, and this can be seen in the way that in a Year 6 class there could be a range of levels, from 
level 2 to a level 6.
However, the new National Curriculum sets out expectations for each year group and children will be assessed against those every year, so a child in Year 4 
will always be judged against the expectations for the end of Year 4.

During the year, when we have conversations with you about your child’s progress we will show you the progress seen in your child's work, we will talk you 
through where the strengths and gaps are in your child’s learning and how this compares to the expectation for the year group your child is in. As the system 
becomes more embedded, your child will be able to talk about their learning from the check lists and learning ladders that will be used in the classroom.
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Please remember that the bay outside the school gate 
should be kept clear for Blue Badge Holders. 

Mr Boulding (School Governor) will be carrying out regular checks 
and is armed with leaflets constructed by the pupils of this school 

to warn drivers about the bay and 3 point turning!

Felixstowe Mencap District Society 

‘Family Fitness Fundraiser’

Saturday 16th May 2015 

At Trimley Sports and Social Club

11-4pm         More info in the next newsletter

What’s been happening at TSM?



Community Board

Community 

Board

Please remember that the bay outside the school gate 
should be kept clear for Blue Badge Holders. 

Mr Boulding (School Governor) will be carrying out regular checks 
and is armed with leaflets constructed by the pupils of this school 

to warn drivers about the bay and 3 point turning!

Felixstowe Mencap District Society 

‘Family Fitness Fundraiser’

Saturday 16th May 2015 

At Trimley Sports and Social Club

11-4pm         More info in the next newsletter

What’s been happening at TSM?



Community Board

Coming up!

Check out the class blogs for 

more up-to-date information 

about your child’s class!
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Year 6 London Residential Trip

Find out more about where we went on 

the London Residential Blog


