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Trimley St Martin Primary School

Classes for September

Today, children met their new class teachers and visited their new classroom. 

Here are the teaching arrangements for September 2014:
YR R Hughes Mrs Ross & Mrs Rushbrooke
YR 1 Armstrong Mrs Stockdale
YR 2Nightingale Mrs Thompson & Mrs Foote 

(Mrs Wilson will replace Mrs Foote following maternity leave)
YR 3 Edison Miss Winton 
YR 4 Pendleton Mrs Campbell & Mrs Hayter
YR 5 Barlow Mrs MacFarlane
YR 6 Mandela Mrs Matthews 

Why has my child got the same teacher?
In some cases pupils will remain with their current class teacher. This was inevitable in 
the move from mixed classes to single year group classes but also an issue often faced 
in small schools like ours. With the new curriculum coming in from September 2014 
we also wanted teachers to be in the year groups where they are most suited. In the 
future this is less likely to occur as we can be more flexible. 

What are the drawbacks of removing the mixed classes?
One of the few benefits of our mixed classes was the ability to extend the higher 
ability children by exposing them to the work and expectations in the older year 
group. This year, there maybe some vertical setting taking place – this means in some 
cases children who are performing well may have some lessons in the year group class 
above their own. 
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September 2014 sees the re introduction of single year group classes. Welcome 
‘Barlow’ class! The new Year 5 class! Names after Gary Barlow. Now, its taken a 
long time decide on this class name. As a school we wanted to choose someone 
who (a) was still alive (b) had some link to music [because children start learning 
the guitar in Year 5] (c ) wasn’t Justin Bieber [or a celebrity who has a bad media 
reputation or does inappropriate things]. Recently, in the newspapers, Gary Barlow 
was accused of tax avoidance and so he is not completely perfect! However, we 
feel the work he does for charity, the dedication he shows to his profession and the 
fact that (apart from the tax avoidance) he is actually a good role model. 

Welcome ‘Barlow’ Class
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Guitars are coming home!

From September 2014, Year 5 and Year 6 pupils will be bringing home 
their guitars. They will no longer be stored in school! At the start of the 
year, parents will be required to sign a form to say they accept 
responsibility for the guitar outside school and once complete children 
will be able to bring their guitar home. We have bought in to the Music 
Service Guitar Tuition again this year, and I'm not an expert but in order 
to learn an instrument well – you need to practise regularly! 45 minutes 
in school each week is not enough! 

New Uniform Code

The new uniform code has been 
completed and agreed by governors. 
Remember this starts in September but 
will only be ENFORCED from January. So 
please don’t rush out and by new clothes 
if you have already bought some, wait 
until the children grow out of what they 
are wearing and transfer over to the new 
uniform as necessary. 

The New Curriculum 

In September, you will receive a new half termly overview detailing 
the content of the curriculum / topic for the term ahead. We have 
included new elements to our curriculum which are:
(a) Visitor each term connected to the topic being studied
(b) A visit from some who works in a profession connected to the 

topic e.g. archaeologist > when we learn about Egpyt. The idea 
is to expose children to other jobs / professions they would 
like to consider

(c) A trip per half term (sounds adventurous). The aim is to 
organise a trip / outing of some kind per term. A balance of 
local, free trips and some further a field. Banded Reading 

Scheme expanded 
In September, the banded book scheme used in the infants will be 
extended through to Year 3 and 4. The benefits of the banded scheme is 
that we can be sure that children are reading books at an appropriate level. 
Its also gives a clear understanding of the progression of their reading, as 
National Curriculum levels mean nothing to children, these book bands 
help children to see that they are moving on.       

There will no longer be ‘Free Readers’ in Year 1 and 2 as there will now be 
suitable books in place for the children to read. Over the next year, this will 
continue to be developed and expanded.  

Home / School 
agreement 

From September, we will be sending 
home a ‘Home School Agreement’. 
Basically, I will sign the school section 
to show a commitment to what the 
school is offering to do, Parents will 
sign their section of the agreement 
and children will sign their section. 

TSM After School Club

From September, TSM after school club will run from 3:30 –
6:00pm. The pricing is identical to that of the Breakfast club (£1 
per 15 minutes). However, a special price of £3 applies to sessions 
booked from 3:30 – 4:30pm. 
Mr Child’s Sport Club will continue but prices will match the TSM 
After School Club, so will be £3 per session. Children can then go in 
to After School Club following the Sports Club if  they need to stay 
later.  More information coming soon! 

Universal Free 
School Meals

We are still waiting on final confirmation from 
the DFE and Suffolk County Council about how 
this will work. However, our worry as a school is 
that parents who are eligible under the old 
scheme to receive school meals may not register. 
This means the Pupil Premium funding may not 
be triggered. This is money that benefits all 
children and has allowed us to run boosters and 
expand our classes this year. 

In order to encourage parents who are eligible to 
trigger this funding to register, we have decided 
on the following incentive: 
- A free school polo t-shirt
- A free school jumper or cardigan 
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Summer Term 2 Diary

All events relevant to parents are 
listed below –

Any updates (after the publication of 
this newsletter) will be shown on the 
website diary as well as the black 
board in the playground. 

Specific information about events (if 
needed) will be sent out in letter form 
but are also available in the front 
office. Please do take time to read 
these as they often contain important 
additional information that might be 
different to the norm. 
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Summer Term 2
Thu 3 July  (AM) Children meet their teacher(s) for September 

(PM) Induction meeting for new Year R parents 2:30pm 
(PM) School Open Evening 3:30 – 6:30pm 

Sat 5 July Summer Fete 11:00 – 3:00pm 

Mon 7 July New Reception Class Transition Morning 
Tue 8 July Year R Trip to Colchester Zoo
Fri 11 July School Reports sent home 

Tue 15 July New Reception Class Transition Morning & Lunchtime
Tue 15 July Year 5 / 6 Production – Performance to the children 

(Parents can attend who are unable to come to the 
evening production) 2:15 – 3:30pm 

Tue 15 July Year 5 / 6 Production – Evening performance 7:00 –
8:30pm  

Wed 16 July Year 3 Choir singing at St Andrews Church production of 
Joseph (afternoon and evening)

Fri 18 July New Reception Class Transition All day 
Fri 18 July Year 1 / 2 trip to Foxborrow Farm 

Mon 21 July Year 6 Leavers Disco & BBQ 
Tue 22 July Year 6 Assembly 9:00 – 9:30am 
Tues 22 July LAST DAY OF TERM 

Autumn Term 1
Mon 8th Sept Autumn Term - School Starts  

3-point turning 

The final Curriculum Afternoon of the year takes place on the 17th July 2014. 

The afternoon entitled ‘The Orwell Bridge Challenge’ will take place (weather permitting) in the playground. 

Children will be working in family / house teams with parents, carers and other family invited to support and join in 

the challenge. The only thing you will need to bring with you - is newspaper and sellotape! More information will 

be provided on the day… but which House Team will be victorious? 

Curriculum Afternoon – SCIENCE & 
Design & Technology

I am concerned still about the parking outside the school but 
most concerned about the 3-point turning! There have been a 
number of really dangerous manoeuvres seen by myself, 
Graham Boulding and reported to me by parents. 
I am aware that a school in Felixstowe has been passing on 
number plates to the police, of drivers who are driving 
dangerously outside their school. The police store this on their 
database and if you are ever stopped, this would come up on 
the record. I do not want to do this but merely wanted to 
emphasise the lengths some schools are going to, in order to 
keep their children safe. Please can you think carefully about 3 
point turning outside this school. 

Year 3 have rehearsing songs ready for the St Andrews Church production of ‘Joseph’. The children are joining choirs from 
other schools to perform as part of the full production. During the afternoon on the 16th July children will be rehearsing in 
the church. The children will then be required to return to the church in the evening to perform. The details received so far
are a little sketchy, however, we hope to get some more detailed information out to you soon. Tickets are available for the 
evening performance, however, I’m not sure it’s the biggest venue around and so they may be difficult to obtain. After the 
performance, we will have a mini performance in the school for the children and parents who were unable to get tickets to 
the event. 

Year 3 Church Performance
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Safeguarding

Just a reminder that if you are not the person 
picking your child up from school, we require a 
note sent to the class teacher or a phone call 
made to the school office  to explain who is 
picking the child up before the end of the school 
day, so we have time to get a message to your 
child. 

This may sound pedantic and unnecessary 
especially in the case of another family member or 
friend of the family doing the pick up, however, it 
is part of our duty to safeguard the children at this 
school. We follow these procedures to keep your 
children safe. 

We do not know the relationship you have with 
family members or friends outside school. In a 
previous school, I have had grandparents trying to 
pick up a child from school without us being 
informed. It seems so innocent, until you uncover 
that the father has been denied access to the 
children by the courts and the grandparents are 
trying to take the child so that the father could 
see the child. Neither the mother nor the father 
were aware of the Grandparents actions, they just 
took it upon themselves to intervene. Then, 10 
minutes after they collected the children, the 
mother turned up and was understandably 
distraught, the police were contacted and a full 
search was needed. 

This highlights that although something appears 
to be very obvious, it is not always the case. The 
only way to ensure this never occurs is have a 
blanket ruling. This is the only way we can 
guarantee that we have done our duty in keeping 
the children safe at the school.  
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Cheques

Please make sure all cheques are payable to 
Suffolk County Council unless otherwise stated 
in the information we send out. 
This is due to changes in the way the school has 
to now carry out ifs banking since the closure 
of the Lloyds Branch in Felixstowe. 
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Facts & Figures

Holidays
As you may have noticed, the children start back to 
school a little later in September than normal. 
If you haven’t booked a holiday yet and like to keep it 
within school holiday time, have a look at that last 
week which starts on the 1st September. 

Children are due back to school on the 8th

September. A number of schools in London return to 
school on the 2nd/ 3rd September so there maybe 
some bargains out there! 8243 hits!


