
YR Topic – Rainforest
You could record your discussions, make notes or take photos and add it to Tapestry. Some work will be required to 

be completed in an exercise book.
PSED

You need to have read “The Monkey Puzzle” 
for literacy before doing this activity

•Have you ever been lost? What should you do 
if you find yourself separated from your 
family? Who could help you if you got lost? 

Literacy (1)
Read/watch “The Monkey Puzzle”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgeKHjLSQ
UM

Draw pictures and sentences/words about 
animals from the story.

Can you add a “wow” word?
A word to describe the animals size or colour.

Communication and Language
Attention & listening

Dance when the music’s on and freeze 
when it stops. It’s as simple as that.

Or watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UcZW

XvgMZE

Literacy (2)
Read/watch “The Monkey Puzzle”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgeKHjLS
QUM

Think about the sounds that each animal 
makes... croak, squawk, hiss. Can you think of 

any others?
Write a list of animal sounds

Mathematics (1)
Watch Numberblocks: Zero

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0blsx34/n
umberblocks-series-3-zero

Using 5 objects. Ask them to throw them into a 
hoop/bucket/dog bed noticing how many land inside 

and how many land outside. Encourage them to 
record their results. Is there ever 0 inside or outside? 

1 + 4= 5      0 + 5 = 5

How many different ways can you record the 
answers? Remember the answer is always 5; these 

are number bonds.

Communication and Language
listening & attention

You need to have completed the bear hunt 
activity and made your binoculars before doing 

this activity

‘I Spy’ game that requires focus and will help to 
strengthen vocabulary. Use the binoculars to 

play I spy around the house or outside.

Physical development
Watch parents guide to fine and gross 
motor control and do one fine motor 

activity and one gross motor activity… be as 
adventurous as you want to be..

www.bbc.co.uk/bite size/articles/zd7qqp3

Mathematics (2)
Working with a partner, ask your child to count out 
5 double-sided counters. (Butter beans with one 
side painted are an alternative to double sided 
counters and are easily manipulated by little 

fingers- you will need 10- 5 each)
Shake and drop them onto the table. How many 

are red? How many are yellow? Look at your 
partners. Is it the same? Drop them again. What 

has changed? If you had 2 red counters, how 
many yellow would there be to make 5? 

Can you remember all the number bonds to 5?

Expressive arts and design
Read/watch “We’re going on a bear hunt”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OI7fe76
6nk

Using paper tubes make and decorate a set of 
binoculars. Go on your own bear hunt!

Understanding the world
Day or  night

Use the attached PDF and discuss the activities… 
when do you do them? Day/Night or maybe 

both?
Can you think of other activities and make your 

own day or night poster….

Understanding the world
Look on the websites of local zoos. Do they 

look after any of the animals found in the 
story?

Expressive arts and design
Read/watch “Elmer”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFrD18X
LmlM

Using a plastic milk bottle covered in paper 
can you make your own Elmer.

(Remember no grey)
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We are learning sounds J and V
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/r

esources
Practise saying the sounds 

(phonemes) for J and V
Play Buried Treasure with the 

phase 3 letters J and V: Hold up 
sentence written on card or a

piece of paper – encourage them 
to blend if they get stuck. 

Jack and Jill jog up the hill. 
Did the cat get to the vet? 
Can I visit a pet on a jet?

We are learning sounds W
Practise saying the sound (phoneme) for 

W
Try and sound and write these words:

will, win, wag, web, wig, wax, jam, jog, 
van, vet

Hold up sentence written on card or a
piece of paper – encourage them to blend 

if they get stuck. 
Can a van go up a hill? Has a cat got a 

web? Will a pig put on a wig?

We are learning sounds: X
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resource

s
Practise saying the sound (phoneme) for 

X
Practise reading high-frequency words: 

no, go, I, the, to. 
Hold up sentence written on card or a

piece of paper – encourage them to blend 
if they get stuck. 

Has a fox got six legs? Can a vet fix a 
jet? Will a rat visit a fox? Can a taxi 

hop? Will a dog sit in a box?

We are learning sounds: Sh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fE
27v8n7Vw

Watch the video and  practise saying the 
sound (digraph) for Sh

We are learning sounds: Ch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t
uzFWRkKh8A

Watch the video and  practise saying 
the sound  (digraph) for Ch

Phonics
Sing our Song of Sounds daily before doing phonics-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48uf9I6P2xQ

Reading
Enjoy a range of books  Help your child to:

• identify patterns, e.g. what generally happens to ‘good’ and ‘wicked’ characters at the end of stories 
• draw conclusions: ‘The sky has gone dark. It must be going to rain’ 

• explain effect: ‘It sank because it was too heavy’ 
• predict: ‘It might not grow in there if it is too dark’ 

• speculate: ‘What if the bridge falls down?’ 

Maths
Practise recognising numbers to: 0-5, 0-10, 0-20, 0-100 (Depending on your child’s confidence)

Order these numbers.
Identify 1 more and 1 less than given numbers in this range.

Add using numbers in this range.
Count forward and backwards within this range (if using 0-100 choose a section e.g. 0-30 or 80-100).
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