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A huge thank you to everyone!
The Autumn term has certainly been a challenging one, but we have made it through together. Thank 
you for your patience and understanding as our school continues to come to terms with the loss of our 
dear colleague, Rachael Hayter.  As you enter through the school reception, you will now see two roses 
planted in her memory, including one named Rachael. We greatly appreciate the generous 
contributions made so far. These, along with further support from the PTA, will go towards purchasing a 
memorial bench and beginning this July, we will also introduce an annual award in her honour: The 
Rachael Hayter Science Award. One child from each class will be chosen for showing a love of science 
and a natural curiosity and aptitude for scientific learning. 
Thank you once again for your continued support.

A huge thank you to all those who have helped so far!
Thank you to everyone who generously gave up their time to build and secure our new planters to the 
playground walls. A special thank you goes to Mrs. Thornton for all her hard work in securing the 
funding for the planters, compost, and plants, as well as to the local Men’s Shed, who kindly built them.
We would also like to thank Mrs. Thornton, Ms. Rowe, and the team of ambassadors who spent time 
planting and preparing the planters.
We hope these additions will become a natural barrier that supports the school’s Sustainability Policy 
and our goal of moving towards a more carbon-neutral environment. They will also enhance the school 
perimeter, helping to make the site an even safer place for our children.

School Improvements
We are delighted to share that we have secured £10,000 funding from Suffolk County Council to 
improve our school perimeter. This funding will allow us to repair sections of our fences and install two 
new gates, one for the car park and one for the field, further enhancing our school security.

Our Next DIY Adventure: KS2 Toilets
We are excited to announce our next DIY project: tiling the KS2 boys’ and girls’ toilets! The school is 
looking for tiles of all colours to cover the walls. We will also be seeking volunteer helpers to assist with 
tiling at a later date. More information will be shared in the new year.

A Reminder About Attendance and Punctuality
We would like to take this opportunity to remind all families of the importance of arriving at school on 
time. Being punctual ensures that your child can start the day positively, access all lessons, and avoid 
missing important learning and announcements. If your child is unwell or unable to attend school, 
please ensure that the absence is reported by 9:00am. 
Absences can be reported in any of the following ways: Phone: Call the school office, Email:
office@trimley-st-martin.Suffolk.sch.uk,  Online: Complete the absence form on our school website
Prompt communication helps us to ensure the safety of all our pupils and to maintain accurate 
attendance records.

Communication Updates
From January, all communication will be sent via Arbor, not ParentMail. We are pleased to confirm that 
100% of children have at least one parent registered on Arbor. Please ensure your contact details on 
Arbor are up to date so you don’t miss important messages.
Payments for Dinners and Uniforms
Payments for school dinners and uniform items can now be made directly through Arbor. Please note 
that dinner payments can be made in advance, helping to make daily routines smoother for both 
parents and the school.

Spring News… 

mailto:office@trimley-st-martin.Suffolk.sch.uk


School starts back on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 

✓ Gates will open at 8:45am 
✓ Children are dropped off at the school gate and make their way into class (Reception parents can drop off 

here or take children to the door of the reception class). (Children should not enter onto the playground 

before 8:45am, as they will not be supervised and accidents can happen)

✓ Children can arrive anytime between 8:45 – 9:00am 
✓ Gates will shut at 9:00am 
✓ Latecomers will need to enter the school via the carpark gate and the school office
✓ Children are marked late if they are not in school by 9:05am 
Picking Up and Dropping Off

If your child needs to attend an appointment during the school day, we kindly ask that, where possible, 

appointments are scheduled outside of school hours. However, if a child must leave or return during the school 

day, they must be collected from and brought back to the main school office.

For Health & Safety and fire regulations, all children must be signed in and out using the system at the office. 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us keep all children safe.

Royal Blue Uniform- Our school uniform colour is Royal Blue. Children may wear either branded or unbranded 
uniform, as long as it is the correct Royal Blue shade. We appreciate your support in helping us maintain a smart 
and consistent appearance across the school.
Book Bags for Key Stage 1 and 2- we introduced smaller, more practical book bags for Key Stage 1 pupils. These 
are the preferred option for Reception and Key Stage 1, as we are actively encouraging families to avoid using 
rucksacks for younger children. The smaller bags fit neatly into classroom trays and help to keep our corridors 
clear and safe from trip hazards.

Arrangements for First Days Back

Uniform Reminder

Both new and pre-loved uniform is available for purchase from the school office. We will also be holding a pre-
loved uniform sale early in the autumn term on the school playground — further details and the date will be 
shared soon. Please remember that the PE uniform no longer includes tracksuits. Additionally, Key Stage 2 pupils 
are kindly asked to bring in a spare pair of old trainers to keep at school for lunchtimes when playing on the field.

PE Kits
As children wear their PE kit to school on 
their PE days this is part of our daily school 
uniform and therefore should follow our 
uniform policy. 
School branded or unbranded:
✓ white or royal blue top
✓ royal blue jumper, cardigan or hoodie
✓ Black or charcoal grey joggers/leggings

X  Branded sports tops such as Adidas,  
designer or football tops etc

X  Branded tracksuits 



Keeping everyone updated!

Updates will be added to the news blog on the 
school website and important messages will be 
sent out via Arbor and Seesaw.

https://www.trimleystmartinprimaryschool.com/
news-blog

Parents Evening – Bookings will be 
live for booking between 6th and 16th

March

Key Events in the Spring 
Term 

January 2025
Tues 6 Jan                School Starts….
Fri 9 Jan                    Timetables & Knowledge Organisers on school blog
Wed 14 Jan               Reception Mini Performance- 2.45pm
Thurs 15 Jan             PTA Meeting- 7pm- all welcome
Fri 16 Jan                  Year 4 & Year 5 West Stow Trip
Mon 19 Jan               KS 1- Reports out to parents 
Tues 20 Jan               KS 2- Reports out to parents Mon 17 Jan               
Thurs 29 Jan             Cross Country (selected children)
Thurs 5 Feb               School Photos
Fri 6 Feb                    House Point Non-School Uniform- winners will be informed
Fri 6 Feb                    Valentine Disco
Tues 10 Feb              Tractor Visit- TBC
Tues 10 Feb              Safer Internet Day- class activities
Wed 11 Feb              Ten Pin Bowling (selected children)

Mon 16 Feb- Friday 20 February HALF TERM
Mon 23 Feb               School Starts… 
Fri 27 Feb                   KS 2 Panathlon (selected children)
Wed 4 March             Whole School Writing Moderation
Thurs 5 March            World Book Day
Fr 6 March                  Booking for Parents Evening Opens
Thurs 12 March          Mother’s Day Wrap- PTA
Fri 13 March               Mother’s Day Wrap- PTA
Fri 13 March              House Point Non-School Uniform- winners will be informed
Fri 13 March               KS 1 Panathlon (selected children)
Mon 16- 20 March    Year 6 Mock SATs Week
Thurs 19 March          Full Governing Body Meeting
Fri 20 March               Comic Relief Day/Red Nose Day - £1- Non- School Uniform/ PJs Day
Mon 23 to Fri 27        Parents Evenings
Tues 17 March           AR Treat (KS 2 children achieving reading target)
Wed 25 March           RHS Cross Country (selected children)
Wed 25 March           Book Fair 
Fri 27 March               Last Day of Term

https://www.trimleystmartinprimaryschool.com/news-blog


A few of our planned events

As events are planned, we will send out information nearer the event

Events

Details to follow



Don’t forget to add names 
to school clothing!

Please ensure your child is in their P.E. kit for the following days.  

P.E. Timetable

Trainers!
We will try to use the field as much as possible this term 
at playtimes & lunchtimes. To help keep shoes clean & 
new, we strongly suggest children in KS 2 bring in 
CLEARLY NAMED trainers that can be left at school for 
daily use.  In the past we have suggested an old pair of 
trainers.

TSM Sports Club –
Xtratime will be running clubs on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & 
Friday after school.
For details and how to book please go 
to:
https://shop.xtratimesport.co.uk/

https://shop.xtratimesport.co.uk/


Did you know!Online Safety

We are seeing arguments, aggressive behaviour, and exposure to violent 
content from online games like Fortnite and Roblox, including discussions 
about knives and death. This can seriously affect children’s mental health. 
Please monitor your child’s gaming and talk to them about staying safe and 
respectful online.

Keeping Children Safe Online
To help keep your child safe while gaming online:
Monitor their games – know which platforms and 
games they are using.
Talk regularly – discuss safe, respectful behaviour 
and the difference between game conflicts and real 
life.
Set limits – establish time boundaries and age-
appropriate content.
Be alert to inappropriate content – including violent 
or harmful messages, images, or discussions.
Encourage open communication – make sure your 
child feels comfortable reporting anything that 
worries them.
Use parental controls – set up device and game 
settings to reduce exposure to unsafe content.



Update

•The Campaign: Local MP, Jenny Riddell-Carpenter, launched the 
"#SaferAtTheGates" campaign, advocating for a law that requires 
councils to implement road safety measures around schools where 
risks are identified.

Road Safety

During Prime Minister's Questions (PMQs) on November 26, 2025, 
MP Jenny Riddell-Carpenter raised Roman's letter. Prime Minister Sir 
Keir Starmer read a sentence from the letter to Parliament and 
pledged to work with ministers to ensure a safe crossing is 
established outside the school. He called Roman an "incredible 
young boy" and promised action !

The Continuing Story of Road Safety At TSM
In February 2025, a pupil at Trimley St. Martin Primary School was 
involved in a road traffic incident outside the school and was hit by a 
van while crossing the road. He sustained a fractured hip and was 
admitted to hospital for three days.

The Letter and PM's Response: 
Roman hand-delivered a personal 
letter to 10 Downing Street, explaining 
that the accident would not have 
happened if there were a safe place to 
cross and expressing concern for other 
children's safety.

Next steps for parents of TSM: 
Parents and carers can help keep all 
children safe by following road safety 
advice, driving with care around the 
school, and parking considerately and 
legally at all times.



Regulations

Double yellow lines with a yellow line on the kerb outside our school 
means that parking, loading, and unloading are not allowed at any 
time, even for Blue Badge holders. These restrictions are strictly 
enforced to ensure safety and clear access around the school, 
especially during busy drop-off and pick-up times.
Blue Badge holders do not have an exemption from parking on 
double yellow lines with a yellow kerb line, so alternative parking 
must be found.

Parking

Please be mindful when parking near the 
school, as the yellow lines on the road may 
be faint in some areas. Restrictions still apply, 
so we kindly ask all drivers to take extra care 
and avoid parking where it may not be 
permitted.

Layby Rules
Drivers may briefly pull into the layby to allow children to exit the 

car safely. However, the driver must remain in the vehicle. If the 
driver gets out, this is considered a parking offence and may result in 
a fine from an enforcement officer.
These rules also apply to Blue Badge holders.
Even when enforcement officers are not present, these rules still 
apply. They are in place to ensure the steady flow of traffic and, most 
importantly, to keep our children safe. If you need to walk your child 
into school, please find an appropriate and legal parking space (not 
the layby).


